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ABSTRACT

Restorative justice is an alternative approach to resolving criminal cases by
focusing on repairing the relationship between offenders, victims, and the
community. In Indonesia, this approach has been formalized through National
Police Regulation Number 8 of 2021, which authorizes the police to facilitate
peaceful settlements outside the formal court process. This study aims to analyze
the role of the police in ensuring that restorative justice agreements genuinely
protect victims' rights and to examine the challenges faced in its implementation.
This research uses an empirical legal method with a qualitative approach. Data
were collected through interviews with police officers at Sleman Police Resort and
supported by legal documents and relevant literature. The findings show that the
police play a crucial role as facilitators in the mediation process and in verifying
both formal and material requirements before terminating an investigation. Police
are responsible for ensuring that the agreement is made voluntarily and that
victims’ rights—such as compensation or restitution—are fulfilled. However, the
absence of post-mediation monitoring and the lack of a systematic support
mechanism for victims present significant weaknesses. In conclusion, although the
police have an active and effective role during the mediation process, victim
protection remains inadequate after the agreement is reached. A structured
monitoring system and integrated victim assistance are necessary to ensure that
restorative justice practices truly uphold justice for all parties involved.

Keywords: Police, Restorative Justice, Victim Protection, Mediation, Criminal
Justice
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