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HALAMAN MOTTO 

 

“The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster 

than society gathers wisdom.” - Isaac Asimov 

 

 

 

“In democracy you are the majority you win, but the law knows no majority, the 

law only knows what is right.”  

 

 

 

“If we desire respect for the law, we must first make the law respectable.” – Louis 

D. Brandeis 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Since 2011 there has been an increase in the number of refugees in Europe. Most of these 

refugees are Syrian refugees. This wave of Syrian refugees could occur because of the 

civil war in Syria. This prompted the formation of an EU-Turkey treaty to address the 

refugee crisis that occurred in the European Union. the purpose of this research is to 

analyze and to find out whether the EU-Turkey Joint treaty for refugees crisis has 

violated the application of the principle of non-refoulement as the key principle in 

international refugee law and form of state responsibility of EU state and Turkey for 

violations of the principle of non-refoulement committed to Syrian refugees. This thesis 

uses normative research methods by reviewing literatures studies from convention, 

protocol, books, journals, and some sources from the internet which are related to non-

refoulement principal. The result of this research show, EU-Turkey Joint action is a form 

of European Union state and Turkey violation of the non-refoulement principle regulated 

in Article 33 paragraph (1) of the 1951 Convention giving rise to state responsibility, and 

state responsibility  appears difficult to implement, especially for EU countries, this is 

because the EU is not one voice in dealing with refugee problems. 

Keywords: Non-Refoulement Principle, Syrian Refugees, EU-Turkey Joint Action, State 

Responsibility. 
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